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What We’ll Talk About 

 The Hazards on the Homefront Overview 

 

 Lessons from HHF  

 What are Household Hazardous Products?  

 Reading Labels 

 Routes to the Environment 

 

 Other Ecology Resources for Educators  



Household Hazardous Products 

  What’s the Big Deal? 

 The average family has more 

than 60 hazardous products at 

home, including  

• household cleaners 

• automotive products 

• paints and solvents 

• pesticides. 



What Are Hazardous Products? 

 Review newspaper headlines and discuss 

 

 What do these titles tell you about these types of products? 
What are some of the problems indicated? 
  

 Pesticide kills toddler, sickens 4 

 Cleansers’ appealing labels can be lethal lure for tots:  
Appetizing looks can result in poisoning 

 Illegal dumping of wastes injures rubbish collectors 

 Chemical mishap fells 13 at school 

 Kirkland garage explodes: Blast rips through house 

 Lawn chemical blamed for local stream pollution 

 Germ-killing chemical from soaps, toothpaste building up in 
dolphins 

 

 









Germ-killing chemical from soaps, 

toothpaste building up in dolphins  
By Brett Israel 

Environmental Health News 

August 11, 2009 

    Triclosan is the germ-killing chemical 

of choice in hundreds of products, 

including liquid hand soaps, 

toothpaste and deodorants. Now some 

scientists are calling for its removal from 

consumer products because it is 

building up in the ocean's food web.  



The Hazards on the Homefront Guides 

 

 A look at  

 the guide and 

lesson format 



Hazards on the Homefront Goals 

 Reduce the amount of 
hazardous waste 
 in the landfill. 

 at the wastewater treatment 
plant. 

 in stormwater and in our 
local streams, rivers, lakes, 
and Puget Sound. 

 Encourage the use of 
safer substitutes. 

 Properly dispose of 
what is used. 



 

Hazards on the Homefront 

 Teacher’s Guide 
Seven to nine lessons that  
 
 engage students and 

have a real impact on 
their lives. 
 

 are ready-to-use and 
easy to incorporate into 
existing curriculum. 
 

 integrate Washington 
State’s EALRs and 
GLEs, and are approved 
as supplemental material 
by OSPI. 
 

 reference local and web-
based resources. 

 



Hazards on the Homefront  

Teacher’s Guide 

 Flexible 

 

 Adaptable to multiple learning styles and 

English Language Learners 

 

 Engaging and authentic; relevant to students’ 

lives; can stand alone or be taught as a unit 

 



 
Hazards on the Homefront 

Teacher’s Guide 

 Background information in each lesson 

 Resource list 

 Glossary 

 Product labeling requirements  

 Sample labels and other teaching tools 

 EALRs and GLEs 



Toxic/Poisonous 
 Capable of causing 

injury or death through 
swallowing, breathing, 
or skin absorption. 



Flammable/Combustible 
 Can catch fire at relatively 

low temperatures. 



Corrosive 
 Can eat away materials and burn 

living tissue by chemical action. 



Reactive 
 Can react with air, 

water or other 

substances and result 

in fire, explosions or 

the generation of toxic 

gases. 



Object of the game 
To correctly identify the name, signal words 
and principal hazards on the product label 
taped on your back. 
 

How to play 

 Circulate through the room and find clues about your product 
label by asking yes or no questions of your colleagues. 

 You must ask questions of at least three different people and 
you are allowed to ask only two questions of each person.   

 When you figure out your product you can return to your 
seat. 

 Bonus:  Can you identify a safer alternative to your product? 

  
 

Label reading game 









Safer Alternatives 

 

  

 Version 1: Lesson 5b Testing Safer Cleaning 
Products 

 Student design an experiment to test a product 
of their choice against a safer substitute. 

 

 Version 2: Lesson 6b Pest Detectives 

 Teaches about Integrated Pest Management 



www.ecy.wa.gov/hazardsonthehomefront 



www.ecy.wa.gov/services/ee 



www.ecy.wa.gov/toxicfreetips 


